
Addressing council, speaker Mampeule emphasised the importance of 
unity and collaboration in tackling the challenges facing the municipality, 
while reinforcing a commitment to transparency and accountability.
Council also approved the adjustments budget for the 2025/26 financial 
year, with additional matters referred to the executive committee. A follow-
up special council meeting is expected before the end of the week to 
address outstanding issues.
The municipality extended its gratitude to the outgoing leadership, while 
urging residents, stakeholders and staff to support the newly elected 
team as TLM enters a new chapter focused on progress and improved 
quality of life.
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Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – A significant political 
shift unfolded this week as the Thabazimbi Local Municipality (TLM) 
elected a new mayor and speaker during a special council meeting held 
on Tuesday, 17 March 2026.
The meeting, convened in the council chamber and facilitated by 
municipal manager Gopolang Clement Letsoalo, followed 
motions of no confidence in the previous leadership.
In a unanimous decision, councillor Andries Tshukudu 
was elected as the new mayor, while councillor Daniel 
Mampeule was appointed as speaker. The appointments 
mark a pivotal moment for the municipality, with council 
expressing confidence in the new leadership’s ability 
to strengthen service delivery and deepen community 
engagement.
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    New Mayor 
    and Speaker
Elected in Thabazimbi

Newly elected speaker Cllr Daniel Mampeule (left) and mayor Cllr Andries Tshukudu step into leadership,  
marking a fresh chapter for Thabazimbi Local Municipality.



 PUBLIC NOTICE
APPROVAL OF VALTERRA PLATINUM  
- AMANDELBULT MINE SOCIAL AND LABOUR PLAN (SLP 4)

Notice is hereby given in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002), read together with the Mining 
Charter, that the Department of Mineral Resources and Petroleum Resources 
(DMPR) has approved the fourth Social and Labour Plan (SLP 4) for Valterra 
Platinum, Amandelbult Mine, applicable for the period 2026-2030.

The approved SLP 4 outlines the Company’s commitments to improve the 
socio-economic conditions of the surrounding communities through human 
resource development, local economic development, employment equity, and 
inclusive procurement, in line with legislative requirements and stakeholder 
consultation outcomes.

Access to SLP4 Approved Documents

Community members and interested stakeholders are hereby informed that 
copies of the approved SLP 4 document can be accessed at the following 
locations during normal business hours:
• Moses Kotane Local Municipality – 

Stand No. 933, Station Road, Unit 
3, Mogwase Shopping Complex, 
Mogwase, 0314

• Thabazimbi Local Municipality – 
7 Rietbok Street, Thabazimbi, 0380

• Bakgatla Ba Kgafela Tribal Offices 
– Stand 10117, Makresteng Section, 
Moruleng Boulevard, North West 
Province

• Baphalane Ba Ramokoka Tribal 
Offices – Ramokokastad, Moses 
Kotane, North West Province, 0195

• Mantserre Tribal Offices – Mantserre, 
Moses Kotane, North West Province

• Valterra Platinum ESD Hub (formerly 
known as Zimele Hub), 3118 Caley 
Street, office park, Northam

• Company website:  
www.valterraplatinum.com

Members of the public are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the 
contents of the approved SLP 4.

Enquiries
For further information or enquiries, please contact:
Corporate Affairs & Sustainability Department
Amandelbult Mine | Valterra Platinum
Telephone: 014 784 2872
Email: Amb.socialperformance@valterraplatinum.com

Issued by:
Valterra Platinum
Date: 19 March 2025

Notice is hereby given in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 
of 1998 as amended (NEMA), and the Norms for the 
Exclusion of the Development of Battery Storage from the 
Requirements to obtain an Environmental Authorisation 
(EA), as per Government Notice No. 4557 of 27 March 
2024. A request for exclusion from the requirement to 
obtain an EA is being made for the proposed Zondereinde 
Mine Shaft and Smelter BESS Projects and associated 
infrastructure, situated within the Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality.
1: Proponent: 
Northam Platinum Ltd, (registration number 
1977/003282/06) owns and operates the existing 
Zondereinde Mine and associated processing facility 
(hereinafter referred to as Zondereinde).  
2: Project Description: 
The proponent is proposing to develop two (2) Battery 
Energy Storage Systems (BESS) with its associated 
infrastructure at Zondereinde.  The Shaft BESS will be a 
90 MW / 180 MWh system located at the Main Shaft and 
the Smelter BESS will be 40 MW / 80 MWh system located 
at the Smelter Area.
3: Property Description: 
The Shaft and Smelter BESS with its associated 
infrastructure will be located on Portion 2 of the Farm 
Zondereinde 384 KQ Portion – T0KQ00000000038400002. 
The Smelter and Shaft BESS Projects are located within 
the Zondereinde Mining Right Boundary approximately 16 
km northeast of the town of Northam and 25km south of 
the town of Thabazimbi. It is located within the Thabazimbi 
Local Municipality, within the jurisdiction of the Waterberg 
District Municipality in the Limpopo Province.
4: Request for Registration: 
In terms of the Exclusion Norms (GNR No. 4557 of 27 
March 2024) a request to register the above projects will 
be submitted to the competent authority.
5: Availability of the Site Sensitivity Verification Report 
(SSVR) and Associated Documentation
The SSVR and Associated Documentation will be available 
for public review for a period of 30 days from 19 March 
2026 to 22 April 2026. Electronic copies of the Reports 
are available on request from the consultant (details 
below). Hard copies of the Reports will be available at the 
Zondereinde Mine and Smelter Security Offices. 
6: Stakeholder Involvement: 
Stakeholders are invited to register as Interested and 
Affected Parties and participate in the application process 
by identifying issues of concern and suggestions for 
consideration in the technical studies. Please submit your 
written comments by mail, fax or email within 30 days to 
Stephan Barkhuizen / Tommy Olivier at:
uKhozi in Association with JEMS Pty Ltd:
Tel number: 082 521 8870 / 083 776 7898 | Postal 
address: 800 Acres, Pearl Valley, Paarl, 7646 | Email: 
stephan@jems.co.za / tommy@ukhozi-enviro.co.za 
Date of Notice: 19 March 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE: PROPOSED BATTERY ENERGY 
STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) PROJECTS FOR 

NORTHAM PLATINUM LIMITED - ZONDEREINDE MINE 
WITHIN THE THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, 
WATERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, LIMPOPO 

PROVINCE.

Notice is given in terms of Section 16(4)b of Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Act of 2002 (Act 28 
of 2002), Regulation 40 - 44 of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Regulations published in Government Notice 
R 326 of 07 April 2017, under Section 24(5) of the Nation-
al Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 
1998). The project triggers Listing Notice 1 (BAR & EMPr): 
Listed activity 20(GNR 327) as amended (GNR 517) and 
activity 27 (GNR 327)., that Mars Enviro Group (Pty) Ltd, 
applied for a Prospecting Right application for Beryllium 
Ore, Chrome Ore, Cobalt, Andalusite, Graphite, Iron 
Ore, Lithium Ore, Molybdenum Ore, Nickel Ore, Nio-
bium (Columbium) Ore, Rutile (Heavy Mineral), Tanta-
lum/Niobium Ore, Titanium, Tiger’s-eye (Gemstone), 
Tin Ore, Tungsten Ore, Uminium Ore and Vanadium 
Ore on Portion 5 of the Farm Langverwacht 235 KP.  
The project trigger Listing Notice 1 (Government Notice 
327, in Government Gazette 40772 of April 2017). 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to reg-
ister, request information, or submit written comments as 
part of the Public Participation Process.
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP): 
MK Consulting and Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd 
Contact Person: Ms. Mokobi Katlego 
Address: 28 Jordan Drive, Eastleigh, Edenvale, Johan-
nesburg, 1609 
Cell: 061 731 5899 / 066 254 7991 
Fax: 086 557 9215 
E-mail: mokobikatlego21@gmail.com / 
info@mkcenvironmental.co.za
Date of Notification: 20 March 2026 
Please note: The Draft Basic Assessment Report 
(DBAR) and Environmental Management Programme 
(EMPr) will be compiled during the environmental assess-
ment process and will be circulated to all registered Inter-
ested and Affected Parties for a 30-day public review and 
comment period.

NOTICE FOR CONSULTATION FOR A PROSPECTING 
APPLICATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION ON PORTION 5 OF THE FARM 
LANGVERWACHT 235 KP IN THE MAGISTERIAL 

DISTRICT OF WATERBERG (THABAZIMBI) SITUATED 
IN THE THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE 

LIMPOPO PROVINCE.  
DMRE REFERENCE NUMBER: LP30/5/1/3/2/16432 PR

Notice is given in terms of section 27 of the Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No.28 
of 2002),and Regulations 39 - 44 of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations published in Government 
Notice R 982 of 08 December 2014, under Section 24(5) 
of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 
(Act No. 107 of 1998) as amended, that MRS Mining and 
Supply (Pty) Ltd, applied for a Mining Permit for Gold Ore 
on a certain portion of the Farm Langverwacht 235 KP.  
The project trigger Listing Notice 1 (Government Notice 
327, in Government Gazette 40772 of April 2017). 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to 
register, request information, or submit written comments 
as part of the Public Participation Process.
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP): 
MK Consulting and Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd 
Contact Person: Ms. Mokobi Katlego 
Address: 28 Jordan Drive, Eastleigh, Edenvale, 
Johannesburg, 1609 
Cell: 061 731 5899 / 066 254 7991 
Fax: 086 557 9215 
E-mail: mokobikatlego21@gmail.com / 
info@mkcenvironmental.co.za
Date of Notification: 20 March 2026 
Please note: The Draft Basic Assessment Report 
(DBAR) and Environmental Management Programme 
(EMPr) will be compiled during the environmental 
assessment process and will be circulated to all registered 
Interested and Affected Parties for a 30-day public review 
and comment period.

NOTICE FOR CONSULTATION FOR A MINING 
PERMIT APPLICATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION ON A CERTAIN PORTION OF THE 
FARM LANGVERWACHT 235 KP IN THE MAGISTERIAL 
DISTRICT OF WATERBERG (THABAZIMBI) SITUATED 

IN THE THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 
IN THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE. 

DMRE REFERENCE NUMBER: LP30/5/1/3/2/13333MP

WANT TO  
PLACE AN  
ADVERT? 

WHATSAPP 081 389 2846

Placing 
an 

obituary 

Announcing the death 
of a family member 
is a time-honoured 

tradition as life should 
be celebrated and never 

forgotten. To help you 
to celebrate the life of 
your loved one and 
share details about 

the upcoming funeral, 
place an obituary in 

our newspaper, free of 
charge. 

You can include the date 
of death, details about 
their life and surviving 
family members. You 

can also write a special 
message, a poem or a 
prayer. Please  include 
a photo and the date, 
time and place of the 

memorial service. 

If you would like to 
place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / 

Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information 

via WhatsApp to 
072 482 6871 or email 

news@
platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@
platinumbushvelder.

co.za.

Exams, Illness & Everything In Between — 

A Message 
to Moms
[Letter to the editor]

 
Dear Editor,

As the first exam season of 2026 gets 
underway, I just want to send a little note of 
encouragement to all the moms (and dads!) 
out there doing their absolute best behind 
the scenes.

Right now, it feels like we are juggling 
everything at once. Between early 
mornings, late-night studying, and 
lunchboxes, we are also navigating a wave 
of seasonal illnesses. The flu is making its 
rounds, a tummy bug seems to have settled 
in, and some crèches have even dealt with 
hand, foot and mouth disease — thankfully 
handled with great care. Yet, despite all of 
this, our children still show up. They write 
their exams, they try their best, and they 
keep going — even when they don’t feel 
100%.

So, this is just a gentle reminder: 

To the moms — you are doing better than 
you think.

To the kids — we are so proud of you, no 
matter the marks.

Let’s remember to boost those little immune 
systems with vitamins, warm meals, and 
lots of love, especially as the mornings and 
evenings grow cooler with the changing 
seasons. Good luck to every household 
navigating this busy (and slightly chaotic) 
time. May there be strength, health, and just 
enough coffee to get us all through!

With warm wishes,

A tired but proud Thabazimbi Mom 
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If you’re single, would you 
date someone with 

children?
Modern relationships often come with added 
responsibilities and emotional considerations. 
Dating someone with children can mean 
stepping into a ready-made family, requiring 
patience, understanding and maturity. 
For some, it’s a dealbreaker – while for 
others, it’s a meaningful opportunity to 
build something deeper. What’s your take? 
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at 
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp 
your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your 

pic alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 23 March 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 
community’s story! P.S.: Don’t forget, you can 
also voice your opinion on our Facebook post 
about this topic. Join the conversation!

POLL

Now may the God 
of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace 
in believing, that 
you may abound 
in hope by the 
power of the 
Holy Spirit.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

ROMANS 15:13
SOULFOOD

7 3 6
8 3 7

1 7
3 1 5 6

9 6 2 7
7 6 4

5 9 1 4
2 8 9

1 6 9 2

Afri Ready Mix Netbaltoernooi 
Datum: Donderdag 2 – Saterdag 4 April 2026 

--- 
Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer nooi jou uit na ’n opwindende Afri Ready Mix Netbaltoernooi waar B-spanne wys dat passie, 
talent en deursettingsvermoë net soveel saak maak. Verwag kompeterende wedstryde, spangees en netbal van hoë 

gehalte in ’n energieke, positiewe atmosfeer. Hierdie toernooi vier balans, bravade en trots – en bring netbal se hartklop 
lewendig in die Bosveld. Venue: Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer | Kontak: Anmarie – 073 412 2426 | hfmnetbal@gmail.com

Thaba Fire & Rescue Vuur Fees 2026  
Vrydag 29 & Saterdag 30 Mei 2026 

--- 
Thabazimbi maak gereed vir ’n opwindende naweek vol aksie wanneer Thaba Fire & Rescue hul jaarlikse Vuur Fees 
aanbied. Besoekers kan uitsien na indrukwekkende brand- en reddingsdemonstrasies, dinamiese K9-vertonings en ’n 

geleentheid om eerstehands te sien hoe nooddienste werk. Die fees bring die gemeenskap nader aan hul reddingspanne 
en skep bewusmaking oor brandveiligheid in ’n energieke, gesinsvriendelike atmosfeer.  

Venue: Thabazimbi Skougronde | Kontak: 083 575 5827

VACANCY 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

THE FOLLOWING VACANCY EXISTS WITHIN SYLVANIA METALS (PTY) LTD:

PRODUCTION SUPERINTENDENT | MOOINOOI PLANT
Sylvania Metals is looking for a Production Superintendent to support the Mooinooi Operations regarding to production, 
improving plant availability, ensuring quality and safety, and controlling costs.
Purpose of the job:
• Responsible for ensuring that the plant and operating 

staff operate effectively according to the agreed 
business plan and process parameters to meet 
respective safety, product quality, and quantity targets.

Major tasks of the job:
• Ensures Adherence to the company’s Health and 

Safety Standards
• Ensure compliance with legislative requirements within 

the area of responsibility.
• The incumbent will be responsible for the safe and 

cost-effective execution of all metallurgical work, 
ensuring the achievement of production and quality 
targets.

• Financial Management (Control costs)
• People Management
• Production (Achieve targets)
• Quality of work
• Operational Excellence
Knowledge/Education Requirement:
• Matric Certificate / Grade 12 (Mathematics and 

Science)
• National Diploma in Metallurgical or Chemical 

Engineering
• B-Tech or Higher Qualification in Metallurgical or 

Chemical Engineering will be advantageous.
• Solid Mining Environment experience and related 

legislation.
• Computer literate (Word and Excel)
Experience and requirements:
• Minimum 7 years PGM flotation and Chrome recovery 

plant experience
• Minimum 4 years supervisory / management 

experience
• Good administration and housekeeping skills are 

essential.
Personality Requirements:
• Team player
• Self-managed, self-motivated, enthusiastic individual
• A natural leader with strong leadership skills and good 

communication skills.
Other Requirements:
• Valid Medical Certificate (fit and agile)
• Reside in proximity of operation or be prepared to 

relocate.
• Prepared to work shifts and overtime when necessary
• Code 8 driver’s license and own transport 

(Compulsory)
• Good administration and housekeeping skills are 

essential

Candidates who meet the requirements as stipulated above may apply by sending their CVs and copies of relevant 
qualifications to the Sylvania HR Department. Should you not hear from the company in 21 days, consider your application 
unsuccessful.
By applying for this vacancy, you give consent to Sylvania to process your personal information in line with the Processing 
of Personal Information Act (POPIA) and the Company’s recruitment procedure. Your information will be kept on record for 
this vacancy only.

Contact:  recruitmentwest@sylvania.co.za
Closing Date:  25 March 2026

VACANCY | VAKANTE POS

South Africa’s fuel prices were officially confirmed on 3 March 
2026 and came into effect on 4 March 2026. Petrol increased 
by 20 cents per litre (≈ +1%), while diesel rose by up to 65 
cents (≈ +3–4%), and paraffin by up to 58 cents (≈ +4–5%).

But here’s the worrying part: while March’s increases were still 
in cents, experts are warning that the next hikes could move 
into rands per litre, driven by rising global oil prices linked 
to conflict in the 
Middle East.

At this rate, if 
you want to spoil 
someone with a truly 
expensive date… 
just take them to the 
fuel station. 

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you think siblings should ever 

be legally required to support each 
other financially?

South African common law recognises a family “duty of support,” which can, in rare cases, extend to siblings if someone 
cannot support themselves and other family options are unavailable. The rule has recently sparked debate. 

What do you think – fair family responsibility or an unfair legal burden?

Do you think siblings should ever be legally 
required to support each other financially?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“God se plan is 
dat familie mekaar 

uit liefde help 
– nie omdat dit 

verpligtend is nie.”

Joyce Samons, 
Thabazimbi

“It’s unfair to make 
it law. We all have 
responsibilities. I’ll 
help when I can, 

but forcing support 
could negatively 

affect our own lives.”

Sello Monare, 
Northam  

NO 95% YES 5%

Danger ahead: Rising water levels at the Crocodile River near Elandskuil  
low water bridge pose a serious risk to residents and motorists.

Rising Waters, Rising Risk: 
Crocodile River 
Warning Issued
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | 
Thabazimbi – Residents in the Thabazimbi 
area are urged to exercise extreme caution 
following a safety warning issued by WildMed 
Emergency Services on 16 March 2026. 
Recent heavy rains have caused the Crocodile 
River to rise significantly, with strong and 
dangerous currents now flowing through the 
area. Of particular concern is the Elandskuil 
low water bridge, where water levels have 
already reached the underside of the bridge.

WildMed Emergency Services is closely 
monitoring the situation and will continue to 
keep the public informed. In the meantime, 
they strongly warn residents not to attempt 
crossing flooded bridges, swimming in the 
river, or using inflatables such as inner tubes 
or small boats.

For emergencies or more information, contact 
WildMed Emergency Services on 072 458 
0136 or 083 698 3401.
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Young feet, 
big spirit 

AT MARAKELE MARATHON
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam 
– Sixteen enthusiastic learners from Roosevelt 
Academy proudly took part in the Powerade 
Marakele Marathon on Saturday, 7 March 2026, 
embracing both the challenge and beauty of the 
bushveld.
Participating in the 5km run that started at 
07:00, the learners experienced a scenic route 
through nature, filled with energy, excitement and 
community spirit. Dressed in their school uniforms, 
they represented Roosevelt Academy with pride 
and determination.
Despite a few nerves and the uneven gravel terrain, 
the learners supported one another throughout 
the run, creating a strong sense of teamwork and 
encouragement. The Grade 6 and 7 leaders also 
played an active role, demonstrating confidence 
and leadership on the day.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | 
Thabazimbi – Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer 
(HFM) het op Maandag 16 Maart 
2026 ’n besondere besoek beleef toe 
oud-Springbokslot en rugby-legende, 
Bakkies Botha, die skool besoek het as 
handelsmerkambassadeur van Pump & 
Abrasion Technologies.
Botha, bekend as die “gentle giant” 
en ’n sleutelspeler in Suid-Afrika se 
2007 Rugby Wêreldbeker-wenspan, 
het internasionaal naam gemaak vir sy 
fisieke spel en onwrikbare spanlojaliteit. 
Sy teenwoordigheid alleen was reeds ’n 
hoogtepunt – maar dit was sy boodskap 
wat werklik harte geraak het.
Saam met spanlede Casey Rothman 
en Timon van der Walt het hulle vroeg 
opgedaag, met duidelike entoesiasme en 
opregte betrokkenheid. Die hoogtepunt 
van die dag was die oorhandiging van 
nuwe geborduurde ondersteunershemde 
aan die 1ste rugbyspan, vervaardig deur 
Curve Gear, ’n sustersmaatskappy van 
Pump & Abrasion Technologies.
In sy toespraak het Botha die spelers 
aangemoedig om nie net op die veld uit 
te blink nie, maar ook daarbuite: “Werk 
hard, bly Godvresend en moet nooit God 
se hand los nie,” het hy beklemtoon. Hy 
het spelers herinner aan die belangrikheid 
daarvan om rolmodelle vir jonger leerders 
te wees en om waardes soos dissipline, 
deursettingsvermoë en respek te leef.
Die besoek was veel meer as net 
’n borgskapsoorhandiging – dit was 
’n belegging in die toekoms van 
jongmense en ’n viering van skoolsport 
en gemeenskapsvennootskappe. Rugby 
bly ’n hoeksteen van Suid-Afrikaanse 
skoolkultuur, en by HFM speel dit ’n 
belangrike rol in die ontwikkeling van 
leierskap, spanwerk en karakter.
Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer het hul opregte 
dank uitgespreek teenoor Pump & 
Abrasion Technologies vir hul volgehoue 
ondersteuning. Sulke inisiatiewe bewys 
dat wanneer besighede in jongmense 
belê, hele gemeenskappe saam groei.

Die 1ste rugbyspan bestaan uit: 
Herman Prinsloo, Kevin Scheepers, 
Fredericko Pelser, Lefa Mothlabane, 
Rasmus Erasmus, PJ Beetge, Coenrad 
Hugo, Leon Deysel, MJ Kloppers, Ruan 
van Deventer, HJ Koekemoer, Maré 
Pieterse, Duan Blignaut, James Naudé, 
John Kotze, GC van Dyk, Ronaldo, Gert-
Hendrik du Plessis, Flip Steenkamp, 
Christiaan Knoetze, Lourens Mostert en 
Omphile Pefu. Die span word ondersteun 
deur Wilburt Myburgh (spanbestuurder), 
met afrigters Naudé Koen en HJ 
Swannepoel aan die stuur.Principal Sarah Manjoro with grade 6 

and 7 learners at the marathon.

Groen en goud gees leef voort by HFM
Rugby-legende Bakkies Botha 
saam met Hoërskool Frikkie 
Meyer se 1ste rugbyspan 
tydens die oorhandiging van 
hul nuwe ondersteunershemde.
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